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articles 285, 286 and 287 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU)

ECA role and tasks

Examines whether EU policies and 
programmes reach their objectives 

Examines all revenue and expenditure in 
the accounts of the EU and its agencies and 
decentralised bodies

Provides a Statement of Assurance on the 
reliability of the accounts and the legality and 
regularity of the transactions underlying them

Assists the European Parliament and the 
Council by providing the audit reports used 
in the discharge procedure

Delivers opinions at the request of one of 
the EU institutions and reviews on its own 
initiative

Assesses whether financial 
management has been sound

MISSION: Through our independent, professional and impactful audit work, assess the economy, 
effectiveness, efficiency, legality and regularity of EU action to improve accountability, 
transparency and financial management, thereby enhance citizens’ trust and respond effectively to 
current and future challenges facing the EU. 
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ECA tasks and outputs

Special Reports on 
Performance Audits

Source: Hancu-Budui, Zorio-Grima, Grossi (2021)

Source: https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/default.aspx
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Performance Auditing at ECA
• Performance audit is an independent, objective and reliable examination of whether 

undertakings, systems, operations, programmes, activities or organisations are operating in 
accordance with the principles of economy, efficiency and effectiveness, and whether there 
is room for improvement

• ECA’s performance audits should provide information that is oriented towards the performance 
achieved and is of primary interest to the European Parliament, the Council, the Commission and 
other audited bodies

• This means that, rather than being driven by control and process concerns, the ECA's 
performance audits should focus on performance achieved and assess the effect of audit 
findings in terms of economy, efficiency and effectiveness

Source: https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/default.aspx

https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/Economy.aspx
https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/Efficiency.aspx
https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/Effectiveness.aspx
https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/GAP/Pages/Recommendations.aspx
https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/Economy.aspx
https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/Efficiency.aspx
https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/Effectiveness.aspx
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Economy
The principle of economy requires that the resources used by the auditee 
are made available in due time, in appropriate quantity and quality and at 
the best price

Source: https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/default.aspx
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Efficiency
The principle of efficiency concerns the best relationship between the resources 
employed, the activities undertaken and the achievement of objectives

Comparing resources used to output and/or results achieved
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Source: https://methodology.eca.europa.eu/aware/PA/Pages/Concepts/default.aspx

Effectiveness
The principle of effectiveness concerns the extent to which the objectives pursued 
are achieved through the activities undertaken

Assessing impact is difficult Assessing outputs or results is 
often more practical
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The Audit Process for Performance Auditing

Source: ECA (2023), Guide to our methodology 
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1) The Union’s economic competitiveness is the first 
strategic area, and the subject of audit tasks such as digital 
transformation, artificial intelligence, and labour markets

ECA Strategic Areas

2) Security and migration are covered by ECA audit work under the 
strategic priority area Resilience to threats to the Union’s 
security, and respect for the European values of freedom, 
democracy and rule of law, where ECA has audit tasks in areas 
such as aid for migrants and refugees, military mobility, and the rule of 
law

3) To fight against global climate change under the 
strategic priority area Climate change, the 
environment, and natural resources.

Source: ECA (2023), 2024+ Work Programme 
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ECA Strategic Areas
Horizontal areas:  Across all strategic areas, ECA plan to examine 
the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), covering topics such 
as control systems in member states, and the instrument’s green and 
digital pillars. 

Source: ECA (2023), 2024+ Work Programme 

Several audits are also dedicated to another horizontal area: combating fraud
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